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BROWNBACK

R US. SENATE R

May 25, 1997

-

E:

e
F. Andrew Turley, Esquire e
General Counsel's Office —_—
Federal Election Commission :‘
999 E. Street NW i
Washington, DC 20463 =
RE:  MUR 4834 - Sam Brownback for U. S. Senate Complaint =

Dear Mr. Turley:

This will respond to the Complaint in the above-mentioned matter that | received on May 20, 1997. | am
responding on behalf of Senator Sam Brownback, the Brownback for U. S. Senate Committee
("Committee”), and as treasurer of that committee. | have reviewed our records relevant to the complaint
and can find no grounds for any violation.

In the first paragraph of your letter, you refer to the Brownback for Congress Committee as the possible
violator of the law. However, the complaint you forwarded contains allegations oniy against the
Brownback for U. S. Senate Committee. The letter is addressed to the Brownback for U. S. Senate
Committee, and the contributions being reviewed were made to the Brownback for U. S. Senate
Committee. | am the treasurer of both committees. This response is based upon the premise that the
committee being reviewed is the Brownback for U. S. Senate Committee, and not the Brownback for
Congress Committee.

The complaint alleges that the Committee accepted illegal contributions. However the complaint provides
no evidence that the Committee knew of the Stauffers' contributions to the PACs or would have any way
to know the contributions received were anything other than the permissibie contributions they appeared
to be on their face.

In addition, my affidavit and those of Senator Sam Brownback and David Kensinger (the campaign
manager at the time the contributions were received) provide unchallenged evidence that neither the
candidate, the campaign manager, the treasurer nor anyone else working on the campaign had any
conversations with John and Ruth Stauffer conceming their contributions to the political action
committees, or even knew about the contributions before reading media reports in March 1997. Affidavit
of Senator Sam Brownback ("Brownback Aff.") §§2-3; Affidavit of David Kensinger ("Kensinger Aff.") §3;
Affidavit of Mark B. Russell ("Russell Aff.") 3.

In addition, the affidavils show that no one at the campaign had any knowledge that the contributions
from the PACs were anything ather that what they appeared to be on their face — valid contributions
permissible under the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 ("Act”) and the Commission's reguiations.
Brownback Aff. §4; Kensinger Aff. §4; Russell Aff. 4. Similarly, the uncontroverted swom testimony is
that neither the candidate or anyone working on the campaign had any discussions with or knowledge
about the Stauffers’ contributions to the PACs, nor knowledge about any of the donors to the PACs listed
in the complaint. Brownback Aff. §3; Kensinger Aff. §5-6; Russell Aff. 17.5.

| have reviewed copies of all of the campaign contributions made by the PACs identified in the complaint.
Copies of these checks are enclosed for your review. All of these contributions appear to have been
received in the normal course of the campaign. There are no notations on the checks that would indicate
that any of these checks were anything other than a routine campaign contribution by a PAC.

Office 913-357-0307 © PO.Box2008 ¢ Topeka, Kansas 66601 ¢ Fax # 913-357-4327
Paid for bv Sam Brownback for U.S. Senate Committee; Mark Russell, Treasurer
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Under the Act and Regulations, committees are not found to have committed violations if they accept
contributions such as those mentioned in the complaint which are, on their face, legal and which the
committee believed to be permissible when they were accepted.

The Brownback for U. S. Senate Committee received over $330,000 in contributions from the period of
July 1, 1998 to August, 1, 1996, meaning the contributions questioned in the complaint were less than
10% of the contributions received during the period or less than 5% of the $629,000 of contributions
received last year for the primary. Russell Aff. 7. While these contributions were important to the
campaign, they represent only a small amount of the activity for our Committee during that time period.

The evidence from our records, the knowledge that | have from the events that transpired during the
campaign, and the attached affidavits demonstrate that the Committee received the contributions from
these PACs properly and did not violate the Act or the Commission's Regulations. It does not appear that
any violation of the Act occurred, but if one did there is no evidence that any campaign official or
empioyee (including the candidate) was a party to that activity. Therefore, | can find no evidence of a
violation of the Act by the Committee or Senator Brownback.

Based upon the information provided in this letter, and the evidence provided in the accompanying check
copies and affidavits, we request that this complaint be dismissed.

Sincerely,

. Russe
Treasurer

Enclosures: Brownback Aff.
Kensinger Aff.
Russell Aff.
8 pages of check copies
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Chairman
Box 618
Alton, Illinois 62002 July 2, 1996
(618) 462-5415

5

sam Brownback for Senate

P. O. Box 2008 ]
Topeka, KS 66601 /;-") //), Y,

M / -
Dear Sam,

Enclosed is our contribution to your campaign. We wish you
every success with your election. We are to inform you that we are
a multicandidate committee. The donor should be listed as:

Eagle Forum PAC
P. O. Box 618
Alton, IL 62002

Wwith all best wishes.
Faithful

- - ————a - ¢ e s

EAGLE FORUM PAC 1523
P. O. BOX 618
ALTON, IL 62002
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AMERICAN FREE ENTERPRISE PAC

%
AMERICAN FREE ENTERPRISE PAC
400 CAPITOL MALL, SUITE 1560
SACRAMENTO CA 95814
916/446-9049
July 29, 1996
Sam Brownback for U.S. Senate
P. O. Box 2008
TOPEKA KS 66601
Dear Mr. Brownback:
Enclosed is a second contribution from us in the amount of $3,500. Our commitiee qualified as
a multicandidate committee on July 26, 1996. Good luck with your race.
Sincerely,
David Bauer, freasure--—"—_- . - — —
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CITIZENS UNITED 7.4 1042
POLITICAL VICTORY FUND
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Jome — Brownback for U.S. Senate 1$ 5,000.00
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ror_Kansas U.S. Senate Primary Election

Cirizens UNITED PoLiTicAL VICTORY FUND

Floyd G. Brown, Chairman

July 18, 1996 @

Honorable Sam Brownback “)
Sam Brownback for U.S. Senate

P.0. Box 2008

Topeka, KS 66601

Dear Representative Brownback,
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150171'71’['ojcc[ Post Ottice Box 479, Hamilton, Virginia 22068 (703) 338-7575

Farris
.rman
ary Parker
vice Chairman
Doug Domenech
Executive Director

The Madison Project is a national grassroots non-profit membership organization dedicated to
electing principled conservative Republicans to Congress. The Madison Project is registered
under section 527 of the Internal Revenue Service. The Madison Project Fund is a Separate
Segregated Fund registered with the Federal Election Commission designed to forward
bundled contributions from Madison Project members to endorsed candidates of their
choosing. The Fund also makes targeted contributions directly to qualified candidates.

Candidate: Congressman Sam Brownback
Brownback for U.S. Senate
2605 SW 21st St.

Topeka, KS 66604 | O""l

Office: United States Senate
Kansas

Transmittal Report Date: July 30, 1996

Number of Checks Enclosed: 1

Total All Contributions Enclosed: $ 5,000

MADISON PROJECT INC. 264
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MEMO

e s 2 .




28044194166

. r.
FECE «_ i o,
e
VB '

STATE OF KANSAS )

A .
COUNTY OF SHAWNEE ; far 30 11 13 kil '97

AFFIDAVIT OF MARK B. RUSSELL

|, Mark B. Russell, do hereby swear and affirm under the penalties of perjury that the following

information is based upon my personal knowledge, that | am competent to so testify, and that it is

both true and correct:

Mark B. Russell deposes and says:

1.

My name is Mark B. Russell and | was treasurer for Sam Brownback in the 1996 primary
election in Kansas for the United States Senate.

In that role, | was responsible for all aspects of reporting contributions to and disbursements

by the campaign.

| have reviewed the complaint filed in MUR 4634. Neither I nor anyone that | know of on the
Brownback for Senate Committee had any conversations with John and Ruth Stauffer about

their contributions to the political action committees named in the complaint.

Brownback for Senate Committee had no knowledge that the checks received by the
campaign named in the complaint were anything other than what they appeared to be on
their face - valid contributions from multi-candidate PACs that were properly registered with

the Federal Election Commission.

Neither | nor anyone that | know of at the campaign had any discussions with the Stauffers
about their contributions with the PACs or any knowledge that the Stauffers had contributed

to these or any other PACs.

As treasurer of the Committee, | believed the contributions from the PACs named in the

complaint were permissible under the Federal Elections Campaign Act.

Page 1 of 2
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7. Brownback for U. S. Senate Committee received over $330,000 in contributions from the
period of July 1, 1996 to August 1, 1996. The contributions challenged in MUR 4634
amounted to less than 10% of the contributions received during the period or less that 5% of
the $629,000 of contributions received in 1996 for the primary.

Further affiant sayeth not.
\
Mark B. Russell
Subscribed and swom to before me this <
day of May, 1897 by Mark B. Russell. JHl D. Patrick
NOTARY PUB
LARY L10

Z Ny Anrr. Exmase

Public

My commission expires Qﬁ' ? 9

Page 2 of 2
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COUNTY OF

AFFIDAVIT OF DAVID KENSINGER

I, David Kensinger, do hereby swear and affirm under the penalties of perjury that the
following information is based on my personal knowledge, that I am competent to so testify, and

that it is both is true and correct:

David Kensinger deposes and says:

1. My name is David Kensinger and I was campaign manager for Sam Brownback in
the 1996 primary election in Kansas for the United States Senate.

2. In that role, I was responsible for all aspects of the campaign, including general
supervisory duty over fundraising and contributions received.

3. I have reviewed the complaint filed in MUR 4634. Neither I nor anyone that I
know of on the Brownback for Senate Committee had any conversations with John and Ruth
Stauffer about their contributions to the political action committees named in the complaint.

4, Brownback for Senate Committee had no knowledge that the checks received by
the campaign named in the complaint were anything other than what they appeared to be on their
face -- valid contributions from multicandidate PACs which were properly registered with the

Federal Election Commission.
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5. Neither I nor anyone that I know of on the campaign had any discussions with the
Stauffers about their contributions with the PACs or any knowledge that the Stauffers had
contributed to these or any other PACs.

6. Neither I nor anyone that I know of on the campaign had knowledge about any of
the donors to any of the PACs named in the complaint.

7. As the campaign manager, I believed the contributions received from the PACs

named in the complaint were permissible under the Federal Election Campaign Act.

Further affiant sayeth not.

‘ ﬂ/&:«/

4
-~ ﬁv{d Kensingét __ >

Subscribed and sworn to before me thisQMday of ma,é’, 1997, by David

Kensinger.

Notary Public NOTARY PUTLIC
OISTRICT CF ¢o: ULIA

A4 TN I

My commission expires:

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES APRIL 14 1999
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AFFIDAVIT OF SENATOR SAM BROWNBACK

I, Senator Sam Brownback, do hereby swear and affirm under the penalties of perjury that
the following information is based on my personal knowledge, that I am competent to so testify,

and that it is both is true and correct:

Senator Sam Brownback deposes and says:

1. In 1996, I was a Republican candidate for the United States Senate from the State
of Kansas. I won both the August primary election and the November general election.

2. In response to the Complaint filed in Federal Election Commission MUR 4634, I
only learned in 1997 from published newspaper accounts of the contributions from my in-laws,
John and Ruth Stauffer, to various political action committees ("PACs").

3. I had no knowledge about their PAC contributions at the time of the 1996 primary
election. I had no conversations with the Stauffers about these contributions before learning
about them in 1997 through media articles.

4, I had no knowledge that the contributions that my campaign received from the
PACs were anything other than what they appeared to be on their face -- contributions from the

PACs themselves. I had no knowledge about any of the donors to any of the PACs.



b ]
o

-r
o

280484918417

Further affiant sayeth not.

Sam Brownback

Subscribed and sworn to before me this & day of 1997, by Senator Sam
Brownback.

Notary Public ég
OF COLUMBM

My commission expires:

MY COMMIGSION EXPIRES JANUARY 31, 1669

25709



